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Abstract

Grounded in Lakoff’s Idealized Cognitive Model (ICM) theory, this study systematically examines how Versailles literature employs
three cognitive mechanisms—model salience, metaphor mapping, and metonymy—to achieve understated ostentation. The research
reveals that Versailles discourse selectively highlights ICM components to create semantic bias, employs metaphor mapping to
concretize abstract concepts while masking ostentation through complaints, and utilizes metonymy to represent abstract wealth
with tangible behaviors, thereby fulfilling its ostentatious intent. This paper provides a novel case study in cognitive linguistics
for interpreting pragmatic phenomena in the digital age, demonstrating how Versailles discourse manipulates ICM to facilitate the
reproduction of social class symbols.
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