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Abstract

This study examines the Chinese modal particle “de” (de) by building upon existing research that defines its function as “enhancing
the affirmative tone of propositions.” Utilizing the Sino-Japanese Translation Corpus, we analyze its Japanese equivalents and
conduct comparative studies. Corpus analysis reveals that Japanese equivalents of “de” not only exist in unmarked forms but also
frequently correspond to final particles “yo” and “wa.” Guided by this correspondence and referencing the semantic function of
“yo,” the paper explores the semantic functions of “de.” The analysis confirms that “de” not only reinforces the affirmative tone of
propositions but also conveys speaker’s expectations and attitudes toward listeners in conversational contexts. From the perspective
of “yo,” these functions can be categorized as “cognitive demands” and “inferred certainty.” The former refers to the speaker’s
request for listeners to recognize relevant information in the utterance, while the latter involves expressing predictions about event
development using modal verbs like “kai” (will) and “yaku” (must), requiring listeners to accept these predictions. This enriches our
understanding of the semantic functions of the Chinese modal particle “de.”
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